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The African Methodist 
Episcopal Church

For more information about 
the church’s history and mis-
sion, please visit:

http://www.ame-church.com

By Katie Reich
Carrboro Commons Staff Writer

Chancellor Charlie Nelms of North 
Carolina Central University will be speak-
ing at St. Paul African Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Chapel Hill this weekend for its 
fifth annual Men of Destiny conference. 

“I’m going to deliver a message about 
what we must do as men to raise, nurture 
and mentor a generation of character-cen-
tered, service-oriented boys and girls to 
become leaders in our communities, our 
state and in our nation,” Nelms said.

The 11 a.m. worship service titled “100 
Men in Black” will be held Sunday, April 
19, at the church, which is located on the 
corner of Merritt Mill Road and Franklin 
Street. 

Nelms said he has “given up on giving 
speeches” and will instead bring a direct 
message specifically for men. 

“I want to zero in on what we teach 
boys,” Nelms said. “This is about men sav-
ing men.”

Nelms said he hopes his message will 
not only be clearly understood, but also be 
carried out.

“We are losing too many young men to 
gangs, to prisons,” Nelms said. “We need 
to look within ourselves and take personal 
responsibility.”

Nelms said the election of President 
Obama serves as a “teachable moment.”  

“The election of President Obama reso-
nates with people,” Nelms said.

According to Nelms, if Obama could 

break racial and social barriers to become 
president, then people should realize they 
have the power to institute change in their 
own communities. 

Burnice Hackney of Chapel Hill is a co-
chair of the men’s conference. According 
to Hackney, the Men of Destiny conference 
is a five-day event that started five years 
ago with the arrival of the Rev. Thomas O. 
Nixon. 

Nixon implemented his idea for annual 
Men of Destiny and Women of Destiny 
conferences as a way for the church to reach 
out to the community, Hackney said. 

“It is important for men to unite to have 
a positive influence on the community,” 
Hackney said.

A key part of the conference, Hackney 
said, is the communitywide cookout, which 
will be held Saturday, April 18, from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Hargraves Community 
Center. 

In recent years, the cookout has fed about 
500 people. 

The meal is provided by members of the 
church, Hackney said, and each man was 
asked to donate $100 to pay for the food.

“These are tough economic times, and 
there were discussions of whether or not 
the event would be held,” Hackney said. 

However, Hackney said, the economic 
crisis ultimately served as an additional 
reason to host the cookout.

In the past, church members have noticed 
a substantial number of participants from 
the homeless community at the cookouts, 

and Hackney said the church believes it is 
important to let members of the homeless 
community know there are others con-
cerned about their welfare.

In preparation for the cookout and 
Sunday worship service, there have been 
several nightly workshops at the church, 
Hackney said. During these workshops, 
guest speakers from among the congre-
gation, including WRAL-TV’s Dr. Allen 
Mask, led discussions and offered advice 
concerning financial management, spiritu-
ality and men’s health.

Guest speakers in years past, Hackney 
said, have included actor Clifton Davis and 
attorney and motivational speaker Willie 
Gary. 

This is the first year Nelms will be par-
ticipating in the conference, Hackney said. 

NCCU chancellor 
to speak at church 
for men’s weekend
African Methodist Episcopal church 
to host cookout, workshops, services

Chancellor Charlie Nelms received 
his doctorate in higher educa-
tion administration from Indiana 
University in 1977. He is the univer-
sity’s tenth chancellor.



Story edited by Shanae AugusteThe Carrboro Commons Issue 4.4/Spring 2009 

Staff photo by Elisabeth Arriero 
Currently, only one fire station, located at 301 W. Main St., serves all of 
Carrboro. But by next year, Carrboro will have a second fire station at 1411 
Homestead Road.

Fire Station Rundown
Cost: $3 million
Completion date: 2010
Location: 1411 Homestead Rd.
Construction Time: 10 months
# of Jobs created: 12

For information on all develop-
ments underway in Carrboro, 
including the new fire station: 
http://www.townofcarrboro.org/
pzi/PDFs/ActiveProjectReport.pdf

By Elisabeth Arriero
Carrboro Commons Staff Writer

Carrboro residents can soon feel twice 
as safe when it comes to fires.

The Carrboro Board of Aldermen accept-
ed the final plans for a sec-
ond fire station in town at 
its Tuesday night meeting.

Kenneth Newell of 
Stewart-Cooper-Newell 
Architects, the company 
that created the design, 
updated the board on 
some minor changes to 
the new station, which 
will be located at 1411 
Homestead Road.  

“This is just a stun-
ning plan,” said Alderman 
Randee Haven-O’Donnell 
after the board heard 
Newell’s update.  

The Board of Aldermen 
plans to budget $3 million 
for the new station dur-
ing the 2009-10 fiscal year.  
That figure does not include funding for the 
estimated 12 new staff positions that the sta-
tion would create. 

Carrboro town manager Steve Stewart 
said that due to the recent economic down-
turn, now is the best time to plan for such a 
construction project.

“Once we see money start hitting the 
streets again, we’re going to see construction 
prices go up,” he said.  “This is a really good 

Aldermen 
see final 
plans for 

second fire 
station

bidding time.” 
Newell agreed that this was a good time 

for the town to move forward with its plans 
for a second fire station.

“It’s a very wise move as long as you have 
the seed money to build it,” he said.  “The cost 

of construction 
materials is sig-
nificantly lower 
than a couple of 
years ago.” 

F o l l o w i n g 
Tuesday’s meet-
ing, Newell 
acknowledged 
that planning 
for the fire sta-
tion, which 
began in sum-
mer 2006, has 
been challeng-
ing at times.

Newell said 
that the older 
trees on the 
proposed site 

created some difficulty for the company.
“There are a lot of old specimen trees that 

we’ve been trying to work around that are 
there,” he said.  “We wanted to save as many 
as we could.” 

 Newell said that the actual geography of 
the site was an obstacle as well. 

“It’s an extremely tight site,” he said.   “We 
had to be careful about how we laid things 
out.” 

In order to address these hindrances and 

the concerns of the community, Newell 
said that they held several public charrettes 
around town.

One concept that continuously came up at 
the meetings was sustainability.  The idea is 
that if the station is built with sustainability 
in mind, Newell said, it will cost less to oper-
ate and be better for the environment.

Newell credits the multiple charrettes for 
creating a station design that everyone was 
happy with in the end. 

“This is an extremely responsive design to 
the specific challenges mentioned before,” he 
said.  “This is not a cookie-cutter project.”

Financing for the new fire station must be 
approved by July 15.  After that, the project 
will be open for construction bids.  
Newell said construction will take about 10 
months.  

Construction 
expected to cost 

$3 million

“This is an extremely 
responsive design to the 
specific challenges men-
tioned before. This is not 
a cookie-cutter project.” 

- Kenneth Newell,  

Stewart-Cooper-Newell Architects



By Amelia Black
Carrboro Commons Staff Writer

Consistent rain did not deter patrons of 
this month’s 2ndFriday Artwalk in Chapel 
Hill and Carrboro; in fact, April 10 was 
one of the busiest evenings that many store 
owners had seen in a while.

On the second Friday of every month, 24 
stores in Chapel Hill and Carrboro participate 
in the Artwalk. The stores open their doors 
from 6 to 9 p.m. for patrons to view art exhib-
its that local artists have created.  A reception 
is held where people can meet the artists, and 
light refreshments are usually served. 

The art typically stays in the store 
throughout the month. Some venues, like 
the Century Center and Town Hall, hang 
exhibits for two months. 

“I really thought the rain would make 
more people stay inside,” said Erin Schultz, 
an employee at the Jesse Kalisher Gallery in 
Carrboro for three months.

“We’ve been very slow over the last few 
weekends, even though the weather was 
nice, but this is the busiest Artwalk I have 
seen in a while,” Schultz said. “I attribute 
it to people just wanting to get out of the 
house because the weather has been so nice 
over the last few days.”

The gallery, 
which fea-
tures Kalisher’s 
black and white 
photog raphy, 
rotates in a new 
exhibit at every 
Artwalk.

“It’s near-free 
exposure for 
artists and gets 
people in stores 
they might not normally go to as a patron,” 
Shultz said. “It’s kind of like having an open 
house every month.”

Three local business owners, Greg 
DeWitt, Garry Meldrum and Jackie Helvey, 
began organizing the 2ndFriday Artwalk 
in the late 1990s and continue to run the 
event today.

“I was amazed that so many people came 
out last Friday with it raining the entire 

time,” DeWitt said. “It’s significant for the 
local business community and probably 

adds another 20 to 30 percent 
to the evening crowd down-
town.” 

“I think we have two listings 
that have come directly from 
this event,” said Terri Turner, 
business manager for Weaver 
Street Realty. “I love it. I think 
it’s fun, and it solidifies our 
reputation as supporters of the 
local arts community.”

Several artists said that 
they value the opportunity to 

explain their artwork to consumers and 
hear direct feedback about the exhibits. 

“I enjoy watching people look at the pic-
tures,” said Ken Meardon, an artist whose 
work is hanging at Weaver Street Realty this 
month.  Meardon is an information technol-
ogy consultant for a company in Research 
Triangle Park, and as a “business hobby,” he 
does five or six events a year showcasing his 
three-dimensional photo art.

The free refreshments, which often 
include crackers, cookies, fruit and wine, 
are also a draw for patrons looking for 
Friday night entertainment.  

Sipping wine at every venue they visit 
can occasionally add a little color to the 
experience for patrons of the Artwalk.  “We 
sometimes lovingly refer to it as the ‘art 
stumble,’” Turner said.
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Staff photo by Amelia Black
Ken Meardon, left, shows off his photo art to Jon Broch, who visited 
2ndFriday Artwalk for the first time on April 10. The Artwalk has become 
a thriving entertainment option for patrons of downtown Carrboro and 
Chapel Hill, with 24 different venues participating in the event. 

Check It Out
For a map and list of stores participating in the 2ndFriday Artwalk series, 

please visit the Artwalk Web site: http://www.2ndFridayArtwalk.com/. 
The next 2ndFriday Artwalk will be on May 8.

April Artwalk draws a crowd
Despite weather, 

many visitors  
turn out for local 

art showcase

“I love it. I think it’s fun, 
and it solidifies our repu-
tation as supporters of the 
local arts community.”
– Terri Turner, Weaver Street 
Realty business manager
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Staff photo by Kelsey Kusterer 
Tim Stark, left, farmer and 
author, signs a copy of his 
book, Heirloom: Notes from 
an Accidental Tomato Farmer, 
for Allison Hayes, a Chapel 
Hill resident and volunteer 
at the Carrboro Farmers’ 
Market. Stark discussed his 
book and gave advice on 
gardening to farmers’ market 
visitors at the season open-
ing of the Wednesday farm-
ers’ market on April 8.

When to go:
The Carrborro Farmers’ 

Market is open on Wednesdays 
from 3:30 - 6:30 p.m., 

Saturdays from 7 a.m. - noon.
Online: www.carrborofarmers-

market.com

By Kelsey Kusterer
Carrboro Commons Staff Writer 

At the spring opening of the Wednesday 
Carrboro Farmers’ Market on April 8, a siz-
able crowd turned out for free seedlings and 
advice from Tim Stark, author of Heirloom: 
Notes from an Accidental Tomato Farmer. 

Sarah Blacklin, the farmers’ market man-
ager and a Carrboro resident, said the mid-
week market starts each year on the second 
Wednesday in April when the danger of the 
last frost passes. The first Wednesday mar-
ket, located at 301 W. Main St. in Carrboro, 
was stocked mostly with herbs and baked 
goods. 

“It’s a nice way to break up the week,” said 
Blacklin of the midweek market.

Blacklin knew that Stark would be attend-
ing a public dinner in Chapel Hill at Lantern 
Restaurant the evening of April 8. When 
Blacklin approached Stark about hosting a 
discussion of his book at the farmers’ mar-
ket, he agreed.  

Along with having the chance to speak 
with Stark, market goers also had the 
opportunity to get a free seedling at the 
market entrance. Local farmers donated a 
variety of seedlings like bok choy and sun 
gold tomatoes. 

Jane Saiers, a medical writer from Chapel 
Hill, and Anne Jackson, a portrait artist from 
Carrboro, came to the Wednesday market 
for the seedlings and a chance to talk to 

Stark. They have tried growing tomatoes in 
the Northside Community Garden, located 
at 400 Caldwell St. in Chapel Hill.

Blacklin hoped the free seedlings would 
encourage visitors to plant their own gar-
dens, and give visitors the opportunity to 
ask Stark and other farmers for gardening 
advice. 

Andrea Baxter, a UNC-Chapel Hill senior 
biology major from Louisville, Ky., waited in 
line for a chance to speak with Stark. This 
is her first time growing tomatoes, and she’s 
interested in finding out how to fertilize 
them organically. 

In Baxter’s home, tomato plants line 
the living room window sill and are also 
warmed by a thermal solar floor. However, 
three beds of tomato seedlings take a great 
deal of care and space.

“I can’t wait to have my living room back,” 
Baxter said. 

Still, not everyone showed confidence in 
their gardening abilities.

“I would get a seedling, but I’m afraid it 

wouldn’t survive in my dorm,” said Rachael 
Mossey, a UNC-Chapel Hill junior interna-
tional studies major from Burke, Va. 

Stark actually got his start gardening 
indoors. The author’s book explains how 
over a decade ago he planted 3,000 tomato 
seeds in his brownstone in Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Formerly a management consultant, Stark 
decided on an impulse to start his own 
tomato garden. 

When his plants outgrew the apartment, 
Stark took them to his family farm in 
Lenhartsville, Pa. Although he plants chile 
peppers, potatoes and other vegetables, 
Stark is best known for his flavorful heir-
loom tomatoes. He said that tomatoes are 
the “only thing I seem to know how to grow 
well.” 

A steady flow of famers’ market visitors 
lined up at Stark’s table Wednesday to get 
his expert advice on growing tomatoes. 

Stark stresses the importance of being 
careful not to overwater tomato plants 
because the wetness can breed fungi. 
Compost returns natural minerals to the 
soil, and gardeners can grow more flavor-
ful tomatoes by liming the soil, which adds 
calcium and magnesium, nutrients that are 
essential to plant growth, to the soil. Stark 
also encourages gardeners to prune back 
tomato plant branches to give the vegeta-
bles enough access to sunlight. 

“Too much heat and nitrogen (means) 
lush, lush leaves and not too many toma-
toes,” said Stark.

Midweek farmers’ market opens 
with free seedlings, tomato author



Story edited by Matt SchneiderThe Carrboro Commons Issue 4.4/Spring 2009 

Staff photo by Sarah Shah
Luke Glatz, 20, collects a raffle ticket from Margaret Cannell, executive 

director of the Hillsborough Chamber of Commerce, at Extraordinary 
Ventures. Luke is one of 18 people with disabilities employed by 

Extraordinary Ventures, located at 200 S. Elliot Road in Chapel Hill. 

Extraordinary 
Adventures Links

www.1) 
extraordinaryventures.org 

http://www.artscenterlive.2) 
org/ 

 3)  http://www.thearc.org

By Sarah Shah
Carrboro Commons Staff Writer

Every Wednesday morning, Luke Glatz 
collects raffle tickets from people attending 
a business leaders meeting. Later, he reads 
out ticket numbers to announce the lucky 
winners.

Despite having a developmental disabil-
ity, the 20-year-old Glatz is one of the 
few young adults who are employed at 
Extraordinary Ventures. 

The Arc, the world’s largest commu-
nity based organization for people with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities, 
estimates that the unemployment rate for 
people with developmental disabilities is 
nearly 75 percent. 

Extraordinary Ventures is no ordinary 
place. The Chapel Hill non-profit’s primary 
mission is to provide employment oppor-
tunities for people with developmental dis-
abilities ages 15 years and up. 

“It’s important for them to have a sense 
of accomplishment, and know that they are 
worth something,” director of Extraordinary 
Ventures, Marc Roth said.

Roth said he rents out a 3,000 square feet 
conference center in Chapel Hill at which 
businesses and organizations can conduct 
meetings. The proceeds go directly to the 
employment of young adults with disabili-
ties, who work at the center by helping to 
set up and clean up for events. 

   “I knew at the time [2007] there wasn’t a 
quality affordable meeting space in Chapel 
Hill,” he said. “This way we’re also providing 
a service to the community and making it a 
better place to live.”

Roth said the non-profit organization 
also helps provide employment to at-risk 

kids, such as those in foster care or students 
who have been suspended from school.

In addition to working at the conference 
center, Roth said employees often do work 
contracted with other local businesses. 
Every month employees can help pack cop-
ies of the Southern Neighbor newspaper 
and deliver them around the community.       

 “This kind of venture can’t work in isola-
tion, and the only way for this to work is 
to collaborate.” Roth said. “I’ve found that 
the support of the community has been 
tremendous.”

Roth said the school districts have also 
been phenomenal, and will often times 
bring classes with special needs students 
over to Extraordinary Ventures. 

Jamie Bittner is a founder of Enabling 
Opportunities, a non-profit organization 
that coordinates activities between schools 
and job training facilities like Extraordinary 
Ventures for special needs populations.

“We work at the high school level to 

work on life skills, job readiness skills 
and community inclusion,” she said. “At 
[Extraordinary Ventures], the students 
come clean a bit, help pack newspapers, 
and then cook lunch.”

Bittner said the students themselves have 
to buy the food used to make the lunch 
from the grocery store earlier in the week. 
She also said that after the work is done, 
the students get to partake in recreational 
activities at Extraordinary Ventures. 

Extraordinary Ventures has a large recre-
ational center with video and arcade games, 
as well as a karaoke machine. Twice a 
month, the center hosts a game night called 
“Friday Night Live.”

Roth said that there’s a feeling of empow-
erment that comes out of everything for the 
employees, and that an at-risk young adult 
once told him how incredible the opportu-
nity to work had been.

“If I weren’t here working, I’d be out on 
the streets,” he told Roth.

People with disabilities 
find work in Chapel Hill
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Staff photo by Virginia McIlwain 
Peggy Haythorn, Carrboro High School’s Graduation 
Project coordinator, serves as a resource for students 
as they work to fulfill new state graduation require-
ments.  She believes the statewide project, which has 
been delayed until 2011, provides a vaulable opportunity 
for students to gain the real-world skills they need in 
order to be successful after high school.

The N.C. Graduation 
Project

The project requires students 
to write a paper, produce a 
product and portfolio and give 
an oral presentation.

Fate of graduation project is 
undecided for CHCCS juniors
State Board of Education 
votes to delay project until 
2011, allows districts 
to vote on making project 
a local requirement
By Virginia McIlwain
Carrboro Commons Staff Writer

Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools high school juniors who had 
thought they had won a reprieve from the upcoming high school 
graduation project requirement, might want to think twice before 
tossing away their project proposals.

Despite voting earlier this month to delay the implementation of 
the North Carolina Graduation Project requirement by one year, 
the North Carolina State Board of Education agreed to let indi-
vidual school districts decide whether to leave the plans in place 
for the class of 2010.

“Many schools and districts across North Carolina have had a 
graduation project in some form or fashion for a decade or more,” 
State Board of Education Chairman Bill Harrison said in a state-
ment. “By giving the entire state more time to implement the North 
Carolina Graduation Project, we can ensure its success in every 
school and community.”

As of now, the school district requires next year’s senior class 
to successfully complete the project. At the Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
City Schools school board’s next meeting 
on Thursday, April 23, the board could vote 
to maintain the statewide project as a local 
requirement for the class of 2010, or delay 
the project until it is required by the state 
in 2011.

The change caught local teachers and 
administrators by surprise, at a time when 
many were moving forward with plans to 
get students’ projects off the ground in 
order to meet swiftly approaching project 
proposal deadlines. 

“I didn’t know of the delay until I heard about it on the news,” 
said Peggy Haythorn, Carrboro High School’s Graduation Project 
coordinator. “It came as quite a surprise.”

The decision to delay the project’s start comes as legislation 
to eliminate the requirement altogether has been making its way 
through the North Carolina General Assembly. Many of the proj-
ect’s critics claim that it forces students to give up already limited 
school and homework time, while other argue that student’s were 
not given enough time and instruction. 

Frustrated students have created petitions and have even taken 
to Facebook, a popular social networking site, to air their griev-
ances. More than 8,000 young Facebook users have joined a group 
entitled “Support NC House bill 223, ditch the graduation project,” 
created by Hall Liu, a junior at East Chapel Hill High School.

“Our schools have been scrambling to accommodate the require-

ments, and it simply does not work out well,” Liu wrote in the 
group’s description. “I support this bill because the project was not 
implemented correctly, not because I’m lazy and don’t want to do 
it.”

While Haythorn said recognizes the apprehension that many stu-
dents may feel as graduation project “pioneers,” she argues that the 

experience can be a valuable one for each 
individual student.

“Anytime something new arises, there’s 
opposition by certain people used to doing 
things a certain way,” Haythorn said.

Students work alongside faculty and com-
munity mentors while completing the proj-
ect, which can be started and finished at 
any time during their high school careers. 
Students don’t receive a letter grade for their 
projects, but must achieve either a “satisfac-

tory” or “exemplary” status.
Supporters of the project argue that it helps students develop 

valuable time management techniques and collaborative abilities.
“I’m a believer that this is a practical opportunity for students to 

gain skills that will be of use to them after high school,” Haythorn 
said. “They learn these skills in advance and gain a wealth of real-
world experience in the process.”

Haythorn said it is her hope that others, including the school 
board, will recognize how the graduation project sets students up 
for success from the beginning.

“Students can’t fail this project,” Haythorn said. “They’re offered 
opportunities to learn and keep working, even when some aspect 
of their work falls short. Our main goal is for them to not only 
successfully complete the project, but also be successful out in the 
world.” 



By Tom Nading
Carrboro Commons Staff Writer

The Carrboro Branch Library unveiled 
its second art exhibition in the “Global 
Perspectives” series on April 4 with over 60 
pieces of artwork that portray animals from 
all seven continents.

“Animals Without Borders” will be on 
display until June 9 at the Carrboro Branch 
Library at McDougle Middle School on Old 
Fayetteville Road. The show is presented 
and funded by the Friends of the Carrboro 
Branch Library and the Orange County 
Arts Commission. 

Featuring work from 23 local artists, the 
exhibit displays a wide variety of styles that 
use different artistic media, like oil and 
acrylic paintings, sketches, photography, 
mixed-media watercolors and textile collag-
es. Through its display of different animals 
in their natural habitats, the exhibit strives 
to encourage respect for animals’ habitats 
and increase awareness that those habi-
tats are shrinking, according to Carrboro 
Branch Art Committee chairwoman Nerys 
Levy, who is also an artist in the show.

“Animals have no borders,” Levy said. 
“We really wanted to give a sense of animals 
being pretty expansive and needing space.”

Originally from Wales, Levy said she 
understood this concept at an early age. 
When she was three years old, she saw a 
polar bear for the first time and was fasci-
nated by it, she said. One of Levy’s paint-
ings in the exhibition prominently displays 
a polar bear. It is titled “Polar Bear on Sea 

Ice, Arctic Region” and is a work of mixed-
media watercolor.

In particular, polar bears illustrate that 
animals’ habitats are spread across politi-
cal boundaries, Levy said. The U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service estimates that there 
are about 22,000 to 25,000 wild polar bears 
across the globe, but these bears are not 
confined to any specific territory. As a 
species, polar bears live in eight different 
countries on two continents.

“Animals live everywhere,” Levy said.
“They live in communities, and they are 

part of our responsibility.”
Because the Carrboro Branch is located 

within McDougle Middle School, the chil-
dren enrolled in 
the middle school 
and McDougle 
E l e m e n t a r y 
School get the 
opportunity to 
see the art every 
day, Levy said. 
It also exposes 
them to different 
ideas and opin-
ions that can go 
along with what they are learning in their 
classes, Levy added.  

“It’s great to see the kids’ reactions,” 
said McDougle Elementary librarian Nancy 
Margolin. 

“The students get the benefit of having an 
in-house museum.”

Margolin has worked with the Carrboro 

Branch Library for 11 years. Working 
around the artwork is exciting and uplift-
ing, she said. The children seem to enjoy 
this show in particular because they have a 
connection with animals, she added.

Branch head Anne Pusey, a graduate of 
UNC-Chapel Hill’s School of Information 
and Library Science, said the library’s sym-
biotic relationship with the school can 
make it difficult for the library to provide 
programs for adults. Through its shows, the 
art committee provides the adult program-
ming that the library needs, she said.

“It’s another way to encourage the public 
to visit our library,” Pusey said. “It provides 
another reason to get patrons involved.”

At the same 
time, hanging 
art around the 
library changes 
the environment 
of the space, 
Pusey added. If 
the art is infor-
mative, it can 
help support the 
library’s purpose 
to provide books 

for the public.
“Art, if it’s used effectively, is very pow-

erful,” Levy said. “It’s often more effective 
than politics in getting the message over.”

After “Animals Without Borders” ends on 
June 9, “Faces of the Earth,” the third exhibit 
in the “Global Perspectives” series, will be 
on display starting June 10. 
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Want to go?
What: “Animals Without Borders”
Where: Carrboro Branch Library, 

located at McDougle Middle School
When: April 4 to June 9
How much: Free to the public

Getting the message across
Library art exhibit aims to instill respect for animal habitats
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Katrina Ryan, 
owner and 
executive chef 
of Sugarland in 
Chapel Hill, is 
making a wild 
berry crostata with 
buttermilk gelato 
for the “A Taste of 
Home,” event at 
The ArtsCenter. 
Staff photo by 
Corey Inscoe 

When: 8 p.m., Friday, April 17
Where: The ArtsCenter, 300-G East Main Street
Tickets: one for $50, two for $75

8:00 to 8:45 p.m. Wine, appetizers, food, silent auction
8:45 to 9:15 p.m. Chefs and desserts introduced 
9:15 to 9:45 p.m. Dessert tastings, music, final bids
9:45 to 10 p.m. Auction winners announced

By Corey Inscoe
Carrboro Commons co-editor

Think chocolate éclair cake, strawberry 
balsamic tiramisu, New-Orleans bread pud-
ding, Mama’s coconut pie and Cinnamon-
Toast-Crunch cupcakes. Is your mouth 
watering yet?

Then satisfy your sweet tooth Friday at 
the ArtsCenter’s latest benefit, “A Taste of 
Home,” which will feature wine, appetizers, 
live music, a silent auction and tasty treats 
courtesy of 30 area chefs. 

The benefit supports Hidden Voices, a 
group created in 2003 and based in Cedar, 
N.C., which aims to “challenge, strengthen, 
and connect our diverse communities through 
the transformative power of the individual 
voice,” as stated on the group’s Web site.

 Proceeds from “A Taste of Home” will 
go directly to Hidden Voices’ latest project, 
”Home is Not One Story,” which focuses on 
homelessness. 

“We have been working with folks 
around North Carolina who are dealing 
with or have dealt with homelessness,” said 
Lynden Harris, director of Hidden Voices. 
For months, Hidden Voices has worked 
with local shelters and organizations to 
raise awareness and work to overcome 
the stereotypes and shame associated with 
homelessness. 

For example, Harris said that most peo-
ple think of an older white male when they 
think of a homeless person. But in reality, 
white males only make up a minority of the 
population, she said. The average homeless 
person is nine years old. 

For the event, “A Taste of Home,” Harris 
asked 30 area chefs  — her “dream team” 
— to create desserts that remind them of 
home. 

The team includes Mark Day, the 2007 
National Association Catering Executives’ 
“Caterer of the Year,” Karen Barker from 
Magnolia Grill in Durham, Chris Holloway 
from A Southern Season as well as Dorette 
Snover, the owner of Chapel Hill cooking 
school C’est Si Bon.

Katrina Ryan, the executive chef and 
owner of Sugarland on Franklin Street plans 
to make a wild-berry crostata with butter-
milk gelato for the event. 

“They asked for a dessert that reminded 
me of home,” Ryan said. “When I was grow-
ing up, all the dessert was pie.” 

Calling all sweet tooths!
Thirty area chefs will 
showcase savory treats 
for homelessness benefit

Ryan said the event’s cause resonated in 
her childhood memories. Her father died 
when she was young, so her mother worked 
extra hard to provide food and shelter for 
the family. “The safety net of staying in one 
place is important,” she said. 

The issue of homelessness also struck 
a chord in some of the chefs’ personal 
lives. One chef was forced to relocate after 
Hurricane Katrina, and another battled 
with homelessness after escaping domestic 
violence. Hidden Voices also focuses on 
domestic violence — an issue addressed by 
another one of the group’s current projects

The admission proceeds will go directly 
to Hidden Voices to help fund their work 
over the summer and an exhibit that will 
showcase photography, music, graffiti art 

and an audio tour featuring personal stories 
of homeless people.  The exhibit is slated to 
open in April 2010. 

Hidden Voices has used the ArtsCenter’s 
gallery and public performing spaces on sev-
eral occasions to debut exhibits and perfor-
mances. Artistic director of the ArtsCenter 
stage, Emily Ranii, said the ArtsCenter and 
Hidden Voices make a fantastic partner-
ship. Harris agreed: 

“The ArtsCenter has been very support-
ive and a great venue,” she said.  

With the struggling economy and a rise 
in unemployment, Harris said homeless-
ness is becoming an even greater con-
cern. 

“It’s timely,” she said. “Unfortunately, it’s 
very timely that we’re doing this.” 
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“I have fair prices on fair things. I 
look for different, unusual things.”
--Richard Watts, Oddities and Such owner

By Becky Wessels
Carrboro Commons Staff Writer

There is no big sign on the street marking its location.  The 
front entrance is actually on the side of the building and can 
be driven past without notice. However, Oddities and Such, an 
antique store owned and operated by Richard Watts, is about to 
celebrate its 13th anniversary on July 4. 

At Oddities and Such, located at 501 W. Main St., Watts has 
been selling all sorts of antiques, used furniture and unusual 
items for the past 13 years in the store 
that his father built in 1948. The other 
half of the building is occupied by Ink 
Spot Copy Shop.  

“I’ve been doing this about 18 years,” 
Watts said. For five years, he would 
sell antiques at a flea market where 
Carolina Fitness is located. He decided 
to move into the store property since his family owned the space.  

Watts said he prefers to sell “items from the 1950s, lamps and 
waterfall furniture.”  

Watts does not stock the store with extremely expensive items 
but with things he thinks are reasonably priced. “I have fair prices 
on fair things. I look for different, unusual things,” Watts said.

Watts, who has lived in Carrboro his entire life, can’t believe 
he has been operating Oddities and Such for so long. “I’m just 
surprised that I’ve been here 13 years,” Watts said. “My life 
revolved around three years, and then things would change.”

At one point, Watts, who had spent three years in the army at 
Fort Bragg, was training to become a law enforcement agent. He 

stayed in the program until the last course, which dealt with stress. 
 “I took all these tests, and the teachers came back and said, 

‘Don’t go into law enforcement,’” Watts said. “It was for the best; 
I enjoy this much more.”

Watts likes to travel outside the area to shop for antiques. “I try 
not to do yard sales or local thrift shops,” Watts said. He said South 
Carolina is one of his favorite spots, and he has nicknames from 
the places he frequently visits. “One place, they started calling me 
Chapel Hill,” Watts said, smiling.  

Before becoming Oddities and Such, the building Watts’ 
father built over 60 years ago had 
been a fast food restaurant, a laun-
dry mat and a self-service gas sta-
tion in 1969. For a while, only half 
of the building was occupied by 
Ink Spot Copy Shop, until Watts 
moved in.

Except for Mondays and Tuesdays 
when Oddities and Such is closed, Watts is always at his store.  

“This year, two weekends ago was the first time I had to call 
in sick,” Watts said. “I was really disappointed, but I couldn’t get 
up. I try to be here all the time.”

Watts has enjoyed running his shop. 
“You have some place to go. That’s so important for me, hav-

ing someplace to go and to do something with my hands,” Watts 
said. He repairs the antiques he buys.

Watts doesn’t plan on closing his store anytime soon.  
“People change, and people move. I’m one of the few things 

that have stayed the same,” Watts said. “And I’ll be here until it’s 
time to leave.”

Richard Watts enjoys collect-
ing odd and unusual things 
to sell in his store, Oddities 
and Such, like this singing 

toy rabbit.  Watts’ collection 
includes five singing Billy 

Bass fish, some discontinued 
laserdiscs and a flag por-

traying Elvis, among other 
objects. To find items for his 

store, Watts travels outside 
of Chapel Hill and Carrboro, 

with South Carolina being 
one of his favortie places he 
goes to find antiques to sell 

to his customers. 
Watts runs his store out of 
his family-owned building 

that has served many differ-
ent purposes for the commu-

nity over the years.

Store still selling antiques 
after 13 years of business
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Hurricane Katrina survivor Donn Young created the photo project “40 Days 
and 40 Nights” to tell the emotional narrative of New Orleans after the storm 
and to preserve Louisiana artists’ work. Young now lives in Chapel Hill.

By Carly Brantmeyer 
Carrboro Commons Photo Editor

“I have lived through Hell,” said docu-
mentary photojournalist Donn Young, while 
recounting his experiences as a survivor of 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005, the storm that 
has been deemed one of the nation’s worst 
natural disasters. 

Young moved to Carrboro in August 
2008, and recently moved to Chapel Hill 
last month, after living in New Orleans 
since the early 1980s. 

Last month, he shared with UNC-Chapel 
Hill Professor Jock Lauterer’s introductory 
photojournalism class his journey and mis-
sion to archive, restore and preserve his 
photography and the artwork of other New 
Orleans artists, for the state of Louisiana 
and for future generations.

The storm hit on Aug. 29, 2005. Young and 
his family evacuated on Aug. 27. Despite a 
sense of hopelessness and destruction after 
the storm hit, Young said he felt called back 
to New Orleans. 

For years, Young documented human 
rights, housing projects and jazz musicians. 

After Katrina struck, he proposed to the 
state of Louisiana a vision for a project 
that would document the face of Hurricane 
Katrina and the destruction that flooded 
over the city. Young, who became the direc-
tor and curator for the project, called it “40 
Days and 40 Nights.”

In response to his frustration with big names 
like National Geographic and Time Magazine 
cashing in on stories of New Orleans as “para-
chute journalists” for only a few days, Young 
said, “Let’s tell the stories ourselves.”

Because of his vision, Young was man-
dated “an essential employee of the state” 
and returned to New Orleans a few days 
after the storm. 

“I had three mandates for myself that I was 
adamant about,” Young said. “First, I wanted 
to support local Louisiana artists. Secondly, 
I believed if you gave them [the artists and 
their artwork] a home, they would come 
back to New Orleans. And lastly, I wanted to 
create a photo archive that would preserve 
photos for future generations, so they could 
understand what it was like.”

Young, who had been photographing for 
decades, tragically lost more than 1, 350,000 
prints and images in the storm. He approxi-
mates that he lost over a million dollars in assets 
and potential stock value of his images, although 
he can’t put a calculable price on his loss. 

He, like most other residents, thought he 
was going to be able go back to New Orleans 
to recover his belongings. But he said no 

one knew the Army Corp of Engineers 
had built the levee system so weak, nor the 
extent of the hurricane’s strength. 

When he evacuated, Young grabbed the 
important stuff: his family, his dogs and a 

couple of external hard drives. 
He left behind the rest: a lifetime of nega-

tives and prints. 
“All of us in New Orleans were really frac-

tured,” Young said. “We had no idea of what 

Power PicturesThe of
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[tomorrow] or each day would bring.”
“40 Days and 40 Nights” has two focuses. 

The first aimed to capture the devasta-
tion that both the city of New Orleans and 
Young faced after Katrina. The second part 
aimed to preserve and collect original art-
work of New Orleans locals.

Upon returning to New Orleans to begin 
his project, Young found his house sub-
merged under a water level that had risen to 
6.5 feet. The water damage to artwork and 
photos that hung on his walls at eye-level 
serves as evidence to the high waters.

Young shared stories of devastation and trag-
edy with Lauterer’s class, using his own photo-
graphs to show and tell the emotional narrative.

For part of “40 days and 40 nights,” Young 
followed a woman named Gloria who lived 
in a FEMA trailer. Everyone was expected to 
live in trailers. 

“For your long life, hard work, and all that 
you’ve done for the community, they [state 
and national officials] said, ‘We’re going to 
give you a trailer,’” Young said. 

Young said he found it his responsibil-
ity to document history. Teaming up with 

Louisiana State University, Young rescued 
his files to stop further deterioration by plac-
ing them in a freezer the size of a garage. 

Like other natives to New Orleans, Young 
was homeless. He lived in New Orleans as 
a vagabond for 18 months, sending money 
to his family who moved to Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
He spent as little on himself as possible, 
until he was finally able to get an apartment 
for the next two years. 

In an interview a few months ago, 
Louisiana Secretary of State Jay Dardenne 
said the preservation project would not be 
happening without Young approaching the 
state with his idea and figuring out how to 
translate that idea into action.

“We’re in charge of securing the treasures 
of the states, in both good times and bad 
times,” Dardenne said.

Not only did Young have to seek out 
exhibit space for the project, the artists and 
the work, but he also had to advertise and 
publicize his project, which he turned into 
an official non-profit organization. 

More than 100 New Orleans artists’ work 
was represented in “40 Days and 40 Nights,” 

a collection that will forever remain as a 
part of the Louisiana’s state archives. The 
artwork includes original pieces of litera-
ture, porcelain, painting, clay, music, film, 
jewelry, glass and sculpture. 

Young said he was tired of being “the dev-
astation photographer,” and in August 2008, 
Young moved to Carrboro because he said 
he wanted a place that had earth to it.

“Since the Hurricane, I’ve seen a dedica-
tion in him that I have never seen before. 
There are positive things that come from 
it, and the drive he had showed since the 
tragedy is so strong,” said Max Young, the 
photographer’s 25-year-old daughter, who 
is a nutritionist in Denver, Colo.

Now when Young looks out his window, 
he sees beauty instead of the destruction 
he faced every day for 18 months in New 
Orleans after the storm.

Young is in the process of putting togeth-
er a DVD with the final project that he 
hopes to distribute to all of the artists, the 
partners that helped with funding and the 
state officials involved with archiving in “40 
Days and 40 Nights.”

Photo by Donn Young 
“Sunrise 9th Ward” is the signature print of Young’s project, which includes more than 100 New Orleans  artists.
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Branch librarian Laura Davis knows where to find 
recordings of poetry in the Carrboro Cybrary.

“I write about what happens 

when you put a Barbie doll in 

the oven and make Ken watch.” 

By Allison Miller
Carrboro Commons Co-Editor

April may bring flowers, but 
at the Carrboro Cybrary it also 
brings a celebration of national 
poetry month.

“Poetry on Your Plate” is a 
series of weekly poetry recita-
tions at noon in the Carrboro 
Century Center. 

Poets will read from their 
works and discuss their careers 
on April 16, 23 and 30.

“It’s an opportunity to fea-
ture local poets who have been 
published in a sort of meet and 
greet type venue,” said Laura 
Dallas, branch librarian at the 
Cybrary.

During each hour-long event 
at the Cybrary, Open Eye Café 
will provide free coffee and par-
ticipants are invited to bring 
their lunches, Dallas said.

Dana Hughes, recreation 
supervisor for the town of 
Carrboro, said the three poets 
selected to present—Kim Holzer, 
Gilbert Neal and Lizh—were 
chosen after they performed 
at West End Poet’s weekend. 
Holzer performs April 16, Lizh 
on April 23 and Neal on April 
30.

“If people are sitting politely 
and quietly during one of my 
presentations, then I don’t feel 
like I’m doing my job very well,” 
said Holzer, an English teacher 

at Carrboro High School.
Holzer said she became a 

published poet in 1993 and has 
since turned her poetry into 
two one-woman plays and per-
formed in several countries.

“Mundane things that peo-
ple take for 
g r a n t e d —
take those 
h o r r i b l y 
w r i t t e n 
instructions 
that you get 
with house-
hold appli-
ances—you 
can rework 
those to where they sound real-
ly twisted,” she said in an e-mail. 
“That’s what, and how, I write. I 
write about what happens when 
you put a Barbie doll in the oven 

and make Ken watch.”
Gilbert Neal, a musician who 

performs in the Triangle, said 
he plans to tell a few stories 
and talk about the lyrics on his 
CDs.

“Conventional poetry bores 

me,” he said in an e-mail. “I 
consider the best poets people 
like Leonard Cohen, Phil Ochs, 
Andy Partridge. I like to sing my 
poems.”

He added that he hopes he 
gets people to laugh during his 
performance.

The sessions are for adults and 
older teens, said Dallas, noting 
that the poets aren’t asked to 
censor themselves. Some of the 
topics last year included death 
and childbirth, she said.

“Poetry kind of gets forgot-
ten,” said Dallas. “I think it’s 
important to highlight that it’s 
alive and active.”

Last year the events drew a 
total of 21 people. Dallas said 
many of them were also writ-
ers or aspiring writers and the 
event gave them a place to con-
nect and support one another.

“It’s encouraging for people 
that want to start writing,” she 
said.

Dallas said the series is one 
of her favorite events held by 

the Cybrary and 
that she is look-
ing forward to 
hearing the per-
formances this 
year.

She said she 
hopes partici-
pants will leave 
the events hav-
ing learned more 
about the poetry 

being written and the poets liv-
ing in their community.

The Carrboro Cybrary is 
located at 100 N. Greensboro 
St.

Poetry at 
lunchtime?
Peaceful. 
Crashing. Ivory 
tower. Tortured. 
Poets and their ilk 
have a new home 
in Carrboro for the 
next three weeks.

—Kim Holzer, poet

Allison Miller is a 

senior journalism and 

history major.

She really enjoys 

features writing and 

likes getting to learn 

about new people 

and places through 

journalism. In her 

spare time she goes 

running and contem-

plates the amazing 

cuteness of cows. 

Feel free to contact 

her at afm@email.

unc.edu.
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Looking Glass Café and Boutique is the only place in town where you can 
buy a skateboard and a cup of coffee at the same time. Carolyn Griggs 
opened the shop April 3 and has been welcomed by her neighbors.“People here are all about 

the small pleasures during 
this time. A small cup of 
coffee and a place to relax 
is all you need.” 

-Carolyn Griggs, Looking 
Glass Café and Boutique owner

New coffee shop and boutique 
supports artists, environment

By Kafi Robinson
Carrboro Commons Staff Writer

If you’re driving around Carrboro and 
you need a place to buy coffee, sip on some 
jasmine pearl green tea, or a buy a skate-
board, you can do it all in one spot.

Carolyn Griggs, 24, is the owner of 
Looking Glass Café and Boutique, one of 
the town’s newest coffee shops.  The cof-
fee shop is located at 601 W. Main St. in 
Carrboro.  She has had the basic plan for 
the shop for about 10 years and has always 
wanted to have a store of her own.  

“I think I was in the 8th grade when I 
decided I wanted to have my own little 
business,” she said.  She took her prior expe-
rience in retail and the coffee business and 

used them to create a unique shop.
Looking Glass Café and Boutique, which 

officially opened on April 3, is all about cre-
ating a warm and welcoming atmosphere 
for such a diverse community.  Not only 
will customers find the usual coffees and 
teas here, but they will also have the chance 
to hear local bands, view local artists’ work 
and buy fun souvenirs from the boutique.  

“I don’t think there’s any place in the 
area where you can get a skateboard and 
buy a cup of coffee at the same time,” said 
Griggs.

The café offers regular coffee and lots of 
high-quality, loose leaf teas.  In the morn-
ing, the menu includes pastries and break-
fast cereals, with panini sandwiches served 
during lunch.  

While customers enjoy their meals, they 
can appreciate the local art showcase on 
the café walls.  Since opening a couple of 

weeks ago, artists have eagerly submitted 
pieces of their work.  “I put an ad on Craig’s 
List and got over 60 responses in less than 
an hour… and now that number is well over 
100,” she said.  

The boutique, located in the back of the 
café, is filled with incense, scarves, skate-
boards and organically made jewelry. Her 
menu and boutique items fit perfectly into 
Carrboro’s “go green” mindset.  Customers 
who bring their own mugs or bags for bou-
tique shopping receive a discount on their 
purchase.  “Carrboro seems like an environ-
mentally conscious place… people here are 
more aware of the impact they have on the 
planet and supporting the environment,” 
she said.

Right now, there are only three workers, 
and Griggs is the only one who is full time.  
“I’m in here about 14 hours a day… but it’s 
OK because this is my baby.”

Looking Glass is a creative outlet for local 
artists, including painters and live bands. 
The shop has provided Griggs a place to 
express her artistic side as well.  All of the 
interior designing was her idea.  “I hand 
sponge-painted the walls and tables myself, 
and I got the furniture from local shops and 
thrift stores.”  She also made T-shirts and 

jewelry.
After living in the area for 17 years, 

Griggs says that there was no better loca-
tion for her shop than Carrboro.  

“I absolutely love Carrboro. If [Looking 
Glass] does well, I might expand, but 
for now I’m content with where I am in 
Carrboro.”

Griggs feels that Carrboro’s strong sense 
of community is what will keep her business 
successful.  “People here are all about the 
small pleasures during this time.  A small 
cup of coffee and a place to relax is all you 
need.”

Carrboro café seeks to 
create welcoming place 
for customers to shop, 
mingle and drink coffee  

Carolyn Griggs, owner of Looking 
Glass Café and Boutique, said she 
always wanted her own business.
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Kristen Scheckelhoff, 
a Cycle 9 bike shop 
employee, demon-
strates one use of a 
cargo bike that can 
carry people, grocer-
ies and luggage. “A 
cargo bike can work 
as a car replace-
ment,” she said.

EFFICIENT 
TRAVEL

Electric assist 
motors fit direct-
ly onto the hub 
of a bike wheel. 
Riders can use 
the assist as 
much or as little 
as they choose, 
and a spring-
loaded throttle 
allows the rider 
to control the 
motor.

By Kelly Esposito
Spanish-Language Coverage Team

Leave it to two scientists to shake up the 
bicycle business in Carrboro. 

Co-owners Morgan and Elise Giddings 
opened Cycle 9 bike shop, located at 601 W. 
Main St., in December. The store sells elec-
tric, cargo and folding bikes that are intended 
for practical uses instead of just recreation. 

Elise Giddings worked as a biologist with 
the U.S. Geological Survey. And Morgan 
Giddings is a professor at UNC-Chapel 
Hill, where she teaches microbiology and 
immunology, biomedical engineering and 
computer science.

Morgan Giddings said she has always 
been a bike aficionado, and she first started 
using an electric bike in 1994. She said 
she was disappointed that the idea never 
seemed to take off.
Beyond the bicycle

“I realized a few years ago that one of the 
biggest barriers is that the standard bike 
shops just don’t promote them,” she said. 
“They’re mostly interested in the recre-
ational market.”

But the need for a different type of bike 
shop was not the only impetus for start-
ing the business. Both Elise and Morgan 
Giddings have concerns about oil depen-
dency and want to promote greener forms 
of transportation.

“We can take the bike beyond what it 
is now,” Elise Giddings said. “People could 
use it more readily for shorter trips and use 
their cars less.”

Cycle 9 was originally an online store 
that began last spring. The pair opened 
a retail location in May 2008 in nearby 
White Cross, N.C. Elise Giddings said they 
thought Carrboro was a good place to move 
the store because of the town’s bike-friendly 
reputation.

“There are a lot of bikers here, and the 
town itself is encouraging of biking,” she 
said. “We thought it was a really good fit 
with the theme of the business.”

And that theme makes Cycle 9 different 
from other local bike shops. Cycle 9 offers 
alternative types of bikes that are not usu-
ally found in recreational bike shops. 
Practical options

The focus is on “practical, commuter-
oriented bikes,” said employee Kristen 
Scheckelhoff.  “It’s the practical side of 
biking.”

She thinks electric bikes, cargo bikes and 
folding bikes might encourage more people 
to bike.

Electric bikes enable riders to travel lon-
ger distances and over more challenging 
terrain. An electric bike is not like a scooter, 
Scheckelhoff explained, because the rider is 
still pedaling while using the motor. 

“You can ride it like a scooter, but it’s lots 
more efficient if you’re pedaling,” she said. 
“You can use as much or as little assist as 
you want, and get as much or as little exer-
cise as you want.”

As long as the speed of the motor alone 
does not exceed 20 mph, an electric bike is 
considered equal to a regular bike by law, 
Scheckelhoff said. All of the laws that apply 
to regular bikes apply to electric bikes, such 
as using hand signals and not riding on the 
sidewalk. 

Electric bikes and standard bikes can be 
combined with cargo features by adding 
an extra frame. Cycle 9 also has complete 
cargo bike frames that can carry up to 400 
pounds, Scheckelhoff said.

Folding bikes are another practical option 
because they can fit into small spaces, 

Scheckelhoff said. They are ideal for travel 
and useful for someone living in a small 
apartment. 
Sustainability

Morgan Giddings said she hopes the 
store will help people realize that bikes can 
be used for more than just recreation. The 
long-term goal of the business is to do more 
bicycle manufacturing locally, instead of 
relying on overseas suppliers. 

“Bikes are really a legitimate form of 
transportation, even if you have kids or 
groceries or other things to carry around,” 
she said. “Our business is a sustainable one 
over the long haul.”

Elise Giddings said she hopes the alter-
native form of transportation will become 
more popular as people become more 
familiar with electric and cargo bikes. 

“We want to show people that, hey, this is 
something that you could do too,” she said. 
“It’s very accessible, and it could really make 
a difference in people’s lives.”

Alternative bikes hit Main St.

Staff photo by Kelly Esposito 


